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Upcoming River Cane Harvesting Trips
[bookmark: _GoBack]RTCAR organizes cane harvesting trips when landowners, weather, snakes, and availability of cane permit. Interested EBCI artisans and harvesters are invited to come. Please call and let us know if you would like to be notified about upcoming harvesting trips.

Cherokee County
Tuesday, November 15
Meet at 9:00 at WATR Office, 835 Main St., Bryson City 
We’ll be going with two of RTCAR’s partners, members of the Watershed Association of the Tuckaseegee River (WATR) and Hiawassee River Watershed Association as they learn more about river cane.

Cowee 
Tuesday, November 22, 2011
Leave at 8:30 am
Meet at Cooperative Extension Offices in Cherokee
We will caravan to Cowee and harvest on privately owned land
Please call Beth at 554-6925 for more information.
B.Y.O.L. (Bring your own loppers!)

  Chattooga Town Restoration 
The Chattooga Conservancy has been funded by RTCAR to initiate the restoration of seven acres of river cane at an historic Cherokee town site. Chattooga Town is an old Cherokee town in the Sumter (SC) National Forest abandoned in the mid-1700s. There is already high quality cane along the river and potential for much more, which eventually could be a major source of river cane only a 1 ½ hour drive from Cherokee. 

Representatives from the Chattooga Conservancy will be holding an information meeting about the opportunity and garnering support for the project on Tuesday, November 1 at 5 pm at Qualla Arts & Crafts Mutual. All interested persons are invited to attend.

A Tisket, A Tasket
The Asheville Art Museum is exhibiting a show of baskets from Cherokee, Lowcountry SC and the Appalachians through January 8 with funding from RTCAR. There will be a conference on basketry in Asheville November 4-6 associated with the exhibit. Interested persons should contact the museum at 828)253-3227


  Spinning Workshop at OICA
Knitters and fingerweavers are invited to learn to spin yarn from wool and bison fiber (supplied by RTCAR) on a hand spindle.  The workshop will be held on Wednesday, November 9 from 3:00 until 5:30 at the Oconaluftee Institute of Cultural Arts. The instructor will be Martha Owen who teaches spinning at the John C. Campbell Folk School and spins yarn from the fibers provided by her assortment of sheep and angora rabbits. This introductory workshop is free but space is limited. Please call OICA to sign up at 497-3945. You can also call Beth at RTCAR for more information.

    Basketry Squares
You’ve seen the quilt squares on barns in western North Carolina. Cherokee will have patterned squares with a different twist. EBCI Cooperative Extension is sponsoring the making of basketry patterns on squares which will be installed outside of community buildings in the area. Noonday Sun (above 48” x 48”) has been painted for Qualla Arts and Crafts and Friendship Pattern will be on the outside of the cooperative Extension Offices in Cherokee. We have a computer program that can help with the gridding out of these patterns and have collected some technical advice from folks who have put up the quilt squares. The squares are not hard to do, especially if you have an expert basketmaker with a paintbrush to keep the pattern straight. We hope it will catch on for community centers and other buildings in Cherokee. Beth is available to help your group get started.
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RTCAR is proud to support the High School Basketry class! Congratulations on all your accomplishments!


WNC Naturally Wildharvester Trainings
RTCAR Project Director David Cozzo has been involved in three wildharvester trainings for the Western North Carolina Natural Products Project. David has been teaching the sustainable harvesting classes and has teamed with Dr. Jeanine Davis, an Extension Specialist and horticulturalist specializing in growing natural products, for the workshops. The skills needed to sustainably wildharvest plants from the forests are compatible with those needed to manage and grow these plants, so combining these tracks was a natural fit. Other parts of the training included plant identification and voucher specimen preparation, wholesale buying and post-harvest handling, good manufacturing practices, value added processing, developing business plans and marketing natural products. 

The trainings were held at the Cooperative Extension office in Bryson City, A B Tech’s Enka campus, and the Mill Spring Agricultural Center in Polk County At this point, 138 people have attended the trainings. On November 3, a train-the-trainer workshop will be held to educate extension agents and others on the natural products industry. The curriculum established through this training will provide educators with the tools needed to inform the public on how to wildharvest, manage, or grow natural products, identify the plants and prepare voucher specimens, and learn about good manufacturing practices and available certified processing facilities. The goal of these workshops is to promote the natural products industry while lessening the impact of that industry on our diminishing resource base.
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NEFA   Artist Exchange Fellows                  In 2010 four EBCI members hosted four New England Native American artisans in Cherokee as part of the New England Foundation for the Arts Native American Artist Exchange. Gerri Grady made the trip to Maine as a return visit to Passamaquoddy storyteller Fredda Paul. This fall, Cherokee basketmaker Ramona Lossie will be going to New England to share information about basketry with Theresa Secord, a Penobscot basketmaker and director of the Maine Indian Basketmakers Alliance. The program will fund exchanges from all artistic disciplines, traditional to contemporary, in visual and performing arts. Participants may take advantage of this unique opportunity to learn about other Native American artistic traditions, collaborate in the creation of artwork, or teach about Cherokee art. Applications must be made at least 60 days before the exchange can take place. Successful applicants are given a $1500. award to cover expenses of traveling. Anyone interested in being part of an exchange with another Native American artist may contact Beth at RTCAR for information on applying and connecting with a New England artist.

   RTCAR, the Revitalization of Traditional Artisan Resources was established in 2004. A Cherokee Preservation Foundation grantsmaking initiative, RTCAR was founded to preserve and protect the natural resources that are utilized for Cherokee Craft and to insure that these traditions are passed along to the next generation. Now part of Cherokee’s Cooperative Extension, located at 876 Acquoni Rd., RTCAR is available to assist in grant applications to the Cherokee Preservation Foundation for projects that share our objectives. We coordinate the Native American Artist exchange in Cherokee and look for opportunities that advance the artistic traditions of Cherokee. We are available to your groups for talks on traditional foods, river cane restoration and other topics.

Beth Ross Johnson, Community Development Specialist		RTCAR   				
828) 554-6925							PO Box 456
johnsonb@email.wcu.edu					876 Acquoni Rd.
								Cherokee, NC 28723 
David Cozzo, Project Director				RTCAR is funded by the Cherokee Preservation Foundation
828) 554-6856						and is part of EBCI Cooperative Extension
Rtcar2004@gmail.com 
 		 
 RTCAR Grant Application Deadlines         December 5, 2011, March 5, 2012 !    
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